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ARTICLE FOR SYDNEY TELEGRAPH 
By Don Dunstan, Premier of South Australia. 
South Australia has been transformed over the past three 
decades from a rural State to Australia's third largest 
industrial complex. 
Adelaide in the same period has developed from its former 
status as the somewhat sleepy "city of Light and churches" to 
a thriving modern capital city well on the way to its first 
million. 
At a time when business confidence and expansion generally 
throughout the country is at a low level, South Australia is 
experiencing a period of vigorous growth and expansion. 
This is not to say that we are without problems. 
In the rural sector, South Australia shares the difficulties 
resulting fro% the current rural recession - the State's wheat crop 
and wool clip represent about 13 per cent of the national totals. 
In the industrial field, South Australia, which is one of 
the Australian leaders in the manufacture of motor vehicles and 
consumer durables, is over-reliant on these products and too 
susceptible to fluctuations in national demand for them, often 
as a result of Federal economic policies. 
Since being returned to office last year my Government has 
embarked on a co-ordinated programme designed to broaden the 
markets available to us and to diversify and decentralise our 
industrial base. 
However, on the positive side, the South Australian Housing 
Trust, which provides industrialists with factory premises on 
lease-back terms, is facing the heaviest demand in its history 
from potential investors. 
Our broad aim is to overhaul and update the development 
policy - based on our central geographic location and low cost 
structure - which has for decades enjoyed bipartisan support in 
Parliament. 
../2 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
In this way we believe South Australia will be able to 
attract more industries with a high technological component 
and which can properly utilise the pool of high-skill manpower 
existing in South Australia. 
Our present base is sound and there is no doubt that, given 
proper direction and stimulation, we have the capacity to become 
the Australian leader in social and industrial innovation. 
We are already a research and development oriented community 
and this position can be consolidated and improved upon in the 
next decade. 
Centres such as the two South Australian universities, 
Weapons Research Establishment, Australian Mineral Development 
Laboratories, Institute of Medical and Veterinary Science, and 
branches of the C.3;I.R.O. provide a solid underpinning of pure 
and applied scientific research. 
The work of these official and semi-official agencies is 
supplemented by the operations of a diverse range of sophisticated 
industries - such as I.C.I, and Internationa! Computers -
together with home grown enterprises like Sola International and 
Paton Industries producing optical and scientific equipment. 
Recent progress is not, however, confined to the industrial 
area. 
We are actively fostering the expansion of the tourist 
industry. 
Fine surf beaches, the multi-hued Flinders Ranges, the wine 
producing Barossa Valley and special attractions such as the 
a- Q) — 
Biennial Adelaide Arts Festival j^Barossa Vintage Festival-and-
the annual—Schutggnfa&t-are powerful inducements for the visitor 
to come here. 
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We are adding to this by the establishment of a major 
performing arts complex in Adelaide, the construction, with 
Government assistance, of an international-standard hotel, and 
a general upgrading of hotel, motel and restaurant facilities. 
An infrastructure such as this will not only make South 
Australia a holiday centre - and significantly increase the 
number of jobs available - it can make us a convention centre 
for the Pacific area. 
Detailed consideration is also being given to the application 
of the radically new forms of automated transportation now under 
development in America and Europe. 
This is being done with the aim not only of applying them to 
Adelaide but also for making South Australia the base for their 
Australian manufacture. 
Since we have not committed ourselves to total reliance on 
the private motor car, our city is not jammed in the way that 
Sydney and Melbourne are and we believe we can effectively plan 
Adelaide's future without ugly and pollutive freeways. 
In the broader social area we are midway through the passage 
of a programme on consumer protection legislation intended to 
provide necessary protection for the citizen and to keep living 
costs down. 
The State Government has also played a leading role in 
conservation and environmental protection measures through legis-
lative, regulative and administrative action. 
A "further fillip to development in recent years has been 
the development of natural gas resources including completion of 
the pipeline from the Moomba/Gidgealpa field to Adelaide. 
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Contracts have now concluded for the supply of gas to the 
Sydney market. Recent drillings in the Cooper Basin give firm 
grounds for believing that we shall soon be able to prove a 
commercial oil field, opening up the prospect of a petro-chemical 
complex and additional refinery. 
For the future I foresee South Australia developing as a 
State maintaining its significant cost, transport and geographic 
advantages, drawing on the talents of a highly-trained and skilled 
workforce and providing excellent living and working conditions • 
for its people. 
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